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THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME & 
WORLD DAY OF THE POOR- YEAR A

COMMENTATOR GUIDE

Good morning/evening we welcome our parishioners and visitors to Mary Immaculate Quakers Hill/Schofields Parish. 

God’s blessings are bestowed on us not only for the good of self but for the building of God’s kingdom here on earth. If we use our talents for the spread of Christ’s Gospel and for the benefit of our brothers and sisters, then we have profitably invested them, proving ourselves trustworthy servants of the Lord.

Today we also recognize, the tenth annual World Day of the Poor, is a fruitful sign of the Father’s mercy and a support for the lives of our communities. As its celebration becomes more and more rooted in the pastoral life of the Church, it enables us to discover ever anew the heart of the Gospel. Our daily efforts to welcome the poor are still not enough. A great river of poverty is traversing our cities and swelling to the point of overflowing; it seems to overwhelm us, so great are the needs of our brothers and sisters who plead for our help, support and solidarity. For this reason, on the Sunday before the Solemnity of Jesus Christ King of the Universe, we gather around his Table to receive from him once more the gift and strength to live lives of poverty and to serve the poor.


The Celebrant for this Mass is 




Please join in sing the entrance hymn.


    THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A
LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING (PRV 31:10-13. 19-20. 30-31)
A reading from the book of Proverbs

A perfect wife – who can find her?
She is far beyond the price of pearls.
Her husband’s heart has confidence in her,
from her he will derive no little profit.

Advantage and not hurt she brings him
all the days of her life.

She is always busy with wool and with flax,
she does her work with eager hands.

She sets her hands to the distaff,
her fingers grasp the spindle.

She holds out her hand to the poor,
she opens her arms to the needy.

Charm is deceitful, and beauty empty;
the woman who is wise is the one to praise.

Give her a share in what her hands have worked for,
and let her works tell her praises at the city gates.

The Word of the Lord






RESPONSORIAL PSALM (PS 127:1-5. R. V.1)
 
(R.) Happy are those who fear the Lord.

1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways!
By the labour of your hands you shall eat.
You will be happy and prosper. (R.)

2. Your wife like a fruitful vine
in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the olive,
around your table. (R.)

3. Indeed thus shall be blessed
the man who fears the Lord.
May the Lord bless you from Zion
in a happy Jerusalem
all the days of your life. (R.)




SECOND READING 1 THES 5:1-6)

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians

You will not be expecting us to write anything to you, brothers, about ‘times and seasons’, since you know very well that the Day of the Lord is going to come like a thief in the night. It is when people are saying, ‘How quiet and peaceful it is’ that the worst suddenly happens, as suddenly as labour pains come on a pregnant woman; and there will be no way for anybody to evade it.

But it is not as if you live in the dark, my brothers, for that Day to overtake you like a thief. No, you are all sons of light and sons of the day: we do not belong to the night or to darkness, so we should not go on sleeping, as everyone else does, but stay wide awake and sober.

The Word of the Lord


GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord;
my branches bear much fruit.
Alleluia!


GOSPEL (MT 25: 14-30) (LONGER) 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a man on his way abroad who summoned his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to a third one; each in proportion to his ability. Then he set out. The man who had received the five talents promptly went and traded with them and made five more. The man who had received two made two more in the same way. But the man who had received one went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. Now a long time after, the master of those servants came back and went through his accounts with them. The man who had received the five talents came forward bringing five more. “Sir”, he said “you entrusted me with five talents; here are five more that I have made.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your master’s happiness.” Next the man with the two talents came forward. “Sir,” he said “you entrusted me with two talents; here are two more that I have made.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your master’s happiness.” Last came forward the man who had the one talent. “Sir,” said he “I had heard you were a hard man, reaping where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered; so I was afraid, and I went off and hid your talent in the ground. Here it is; it was yours, you have it back.” But his master answered him, “You wicked and lazy servant! So you knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered? Well then, you should have deposited my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have recovered my capital with interest. So now, take the talent from him and give it to the man who has the five talents. For to everyone who has will be given more, and he will have more than enough; but from the man who has not, even what he has will be taken away. As for this good-for-nothing servant, throw him out into the dark, where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.”’

The Gospel of the Lord

[bookmark: _Hlk55979315]
GOSPEL (MT 25:14-15. 19-21) (SHORTER)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a man on his way abroad who summoned his servants and entrusted his property to them. 

To one he gave five talents, to another two, to a third one; each in proportion to his ability. Then he set out. Now a long time after, the master of those servants came back and went through his accounts with them. The man who had received the five talents came forward bringing five more. 

“Sir”, he said “you entrusted me with five talents; here are five more that I have made.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your master’s happiness.”’

The Gospel of the Lord



THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A
GENERAL INTERCESSION

Priest:  — Let us pray to the Father that we may learn to prepare for his Son’s coming by using well our gifts and every good opportunity so that our lives will yield a rich increase of love for the benefit of his glory. 

Reader: May the Church, the people of God, be enlightened and sanctified by God’s wisdom so that they may use well their talents and gifts for the building up of the Church.

We Pray:

R - Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: May political and civil leaders as well as policemen use their talents and power to defend the life of the innocent and to render justice to victims of terrorism and violence.

We pray:

R - Lord, hear our prayer.


Reader: May all those who experience poverty and injustice around the world, that they will be able to have all they need to live a good life and care for their families

We pray:

R - Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: That, on this World Day of the Poor, we will not turn away from anyone who is poor and see in them the face of Jesus.
We pray:

R - Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: That the sick and housebound will be blessed and find comfort and healing through Christ,

We pray:

R - Lord, hear our prayer.


Reader: May those who grieve for their departed loved ones, and all who have gone before us, share in the joy of the heavenly banquet. We especially remember those mentioned in our parish bulletin and on our parish Wall of Remembrance.

We Pray:

R - Lord, hear our prayer.


Reader: Together we now pray our Parish Community prayer for World day of the Poor.  

All: Lord of Compassion, we lift up to You the poor, the neglected, and the marginalized. We pray for those experiencing poverty, the homeless, and all who feel forgotten by society. Grant them strength, comfort, and the dignity they deserve as Your children.

Open our eyes to see Your face in those who are suffering. Inspire us to act with empathy and generosity, so that we may be instruments of Your grace and help bring relief to those in need. Amen.


Priest:  Grant our petitions, O Father, and strengthen us to live as your faithful servants, ever mindful of your goodness and gifts to us.

Through Christ our Lord.

All:        Amen.	



