Note: Please leave this on the ambo, thanks.

AUSTRALIA DAY 

Introduction:
Good morning we welcome our parishioners and visitors to Mary Immaculate Quakers Hill/Schofields Parish. 


Today our nation celebrates Australia Day, which is the anniversary of the arrival of the First Fleet from Great Britain in 1788. We are thankful to our Lord for blessing this nation with a diverse society and landscape, our remarkable achievements and our bright future.  Today is also a fantastic opportunity to reflect on our nation’s history and to consider how we can make Australia an even better place in the future.

The Celebrant for this Mass is 


Please stand and join in singing the Entrance Hymn
 
























AUSTRALIA DAY 
MASS READINGS

FIRST READING (Is 32:15-18)	
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Once more there will be poured on us
the spirit from above;
then shall the wilderness be fertile land
and fertile land become forest.
In the wilderness justice will come to live
and integrity in the fertile land;
integrity will bring peace,
justice give lasting security.
My people will live in a peaceful home,
in safe houses,
       in quiet dwellings.

The Word of the Lord.
 


















RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 84:9-14. R. v.9)

(R) The Lord speaks of peace to his people.

1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say,	
a voice that speaks of peace.
His help is near for those who fear him
and his glory will dwell in our land. (R.)

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met;	
justice and peace have embraced.
Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth
and justice look down from heaven. (R.)

3. The Lord will make us prosper	
and our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
and peace shall follow his steps. (R.)






 SECOND READING  (1 Cor 12:4-11)  
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; there are all sorts of service to be done, but always to the same Lord; working in all sorts of different ways in different people, it is the same God who is working in all of them. The particular way in which the Spirit is given to each person is for a good purpose. One may have the gift of preaching with wisdom given him by the Spirit; another may have the gift of preaching instruction given him by the same Spirit; and another the gift of faith given by the same Spirit; another again the gift of healing, through this one Spirit; one, the power of miracles; another, prophecy; another the gift of recognising spirits; another the gift of tongues and another the ability to interpret them. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, who distributes different gifts to different people just as he chooses.

The Word of the Lord.




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia!
Happy the peacemakers:
they shall be called children of God.
Alleluia!








GOSPEL (Lk 12:22-32)   
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘That is why I am telling you not to worry about your life and what you are to eat, nor about your body and how you are to clothe it. For life means more than food, and the body more than clothing. Think of the ravens. They do not sow or reap; they have no storehouses and no barns; yet God feeds them. And how much more are you worth than the birds! Can any of you, for all his worrying, add a single cubit to his span of life? If the smallest things, therefore, are outside your control, why worry about the rest? Think of the flowers; they never have to spin or weave; yet, I assure you, not even Solomon in all his regalia was robed like one of these. Now if that is how God clothes the grass in the field which is there today and thrown into the furnace tomorrow, how much more will he look after you, you men of little faith! But you, you must not set your hearts on things to eat and things to drink; nor must you worry. It is the pagans of this world who set their hearts on these things. Your Father well knows you need them. No; set your hearts on his kingdom, and these other things will be given you as well.
‘There is no need to be afraid, little flock, for it has pleased your Father to give you the kingdom.’

The Gospel of the Lord. 




















AUSTRALIA DAY 
GENERAL INTERCESSION

Priest:	Let us pray to the Father, that as his Son’s faithful disciples, we may share Christ’s Word to the people around us. 
                     

Reader:	May Pope Leo, bishops, priests, and religious, who have been called by Jesus in a special way to bring the light of his Good News to peoples, carry out their mission with generosity and perseverance. 
                 We Pray:
All: 		Lord, hear our prayer.

	
Reader:    May every person in Australia value the freedom which is   
                  theirs, and work for that peace which honors the dignity of 
                  everyone.
                
                 We pray:

All:           Lord, hear our Prayer.
			
Reader:    May the indigenous people of Australia be proud of their   
                 history, culture and spirituality, and receive respect from 
                 everyone.

                 We pray:

All:           Lord, hear our Prayer.
	
Reader: May those who are new to our country as refugees and as 
               migrants, and those who seek asylum here, receive a genuine 
               welcome from the people, and an effective and long-lasting 
               support from the government.

               We pray: 

All:         Lord, hear our Prayer.


Reader: For those who have died, especially those mentioned in our 
              parish bulletin. May God’s merciful love shine on them and their  
              loved ones left behind.

     We pray.
All:        Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:	Together we now pray our Parish Community prayer.

All:	God, our Father, bless this parish Mary Immaculate so that we may love you more. 

Help the parents to be good examples to the children and our youth to grow in love and strength as good Christians. 

Encircle our families with your loving care. To the sick grant health, to the aged bring serenity and to those in sorrow joy.

May we grow stronger in faith and may our love for one another become deeper in our daily living.

		

Priest:	Merciful Lord, you sent us your Son to be our light and our salvation. Make us listen to him, put his teaching into practice, and joyfully share the Good News that we have received. This we ask through the same Christ our Lord.
All:		Amen.


