

Note: Please leave this on the ambo, thanks.

ALL SAINTS DAY

COMMENTATOR GUIDE

Good evening we welcome our parishioners and visitors to Mary Immaculate Quakers Hill/Schofields Parish. 


The feast of All Saints originated in the East early in the fifth century as a commemoration of all martyrs. 

Today’s Solemnity goes hand in hand with tomorrow’s Commemoration of All the Faithfull Departed. On All Saint’s Day we celebrate the glory of God’s holy ones; on All Soul’s Day we intercede with trust and confidence for those who have gone before us but whose fate we do not know. 

During our Mass today we pray for all those who are sick and those who have gone before us. For those who died recently and for whose death anniversaries occur at this time. 


The Celebrant for this Mass is


Please stand and join In singing the entrance hymn.





ALL SAINTS DAY - YEAR A

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING (RV 7:2-4. 9-14)
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse.

I, John, saw another angel rising where the sun rises, carrying the seal of the living God; he called in a powerful voice to the four angels whose duty was to devastate land and sea, ‘Wait before you do any damage on land or at sea or to the trees, until we have put the seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.’ Then I heard how many were sealed: a hundred and forty-four thousand, out of all the tribes of Israel.
After that I saw a huge number, impossible to count, of people from every nation, race, tribe and language; they were standing in front of the throne and in front of the Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palms in their hands. They shouted aloud, ‘Victory to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’ And all the angels who were standing in a circle round the throne, surrounding the elders and the four animals, prostrated themselves before the throne, and touched the ground with their foreheads, worshipping God with these words, ‘Amen. Praise and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power and strength to our God for ever and ever. Amen.’
One of the elders then spoke, and asked me, ‘Do you know who these people are, dressed in white robes, and where they have come from?’ I answered him, ‘You can tell me, my Lord.’ Then he said, ‘These are the people who have been through the great persecution, and they have washed their robes white again in the blood of the Lamb.’

The Word of the Lord






RESPONSORIAL PSALM (PS 23:1-6. R. SEE V.6)
 
(R.) Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

1. The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness,	
the world and all its peoples.
It is he who set it on the seas;
on the waters he made it firm. (R.)

2. Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?	
Who shall stand in his holy place?
The man with clean hands and pure heart,
who desires not worthless things. (R.)

3. He shall receive blessings from the Lord	
and reward from the God who saves him.
Such are the men who seek him,
seek the face of the God of Jacob. (R.)






SECOND READING (1 JN 3:1-3)

A reading from the first letter of St John

Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us,
by letting us be called God’s children;
and that is what we are.
Because the world refused to acknowledge him,
therefore it does not acknowledge us.
My dear people, we are already the children of God
but what we are to be in the future has not yet been revealed;
all we know is, that when it is revealed
we shall be like him
because we shall see him as he really is.
Surely everyone who entertains this hope
must purify himself, must try to be as pure as Christ.

The Word of the Lord


GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Come to me, all you that labour and are burdened,
and I will give you rest, says the Lord. 
Alleluia!


GOSPEL (MT 5:1-12) 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. There he sat down and was joined by his disciples. Then he began to speak. This is what he taught them:
‘How happy are the poor in spirit:
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Happy the gentle:
they shall have the earth for their heritage.
Happy those who mourn:
they shall be comforted.
Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right:
they shall be satisfied.
Happy the merciful:
they shall have mercy shown them.
Happy the pure in heart:
they shall see God.
Happy the peacemakers:
they shall be called sons of God.
Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right:
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
‘Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute you and speak all kinds of calumny against you on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.’

The Gospel of the Lord















ALL SAINTS DAY
GENERAL INTERCESSIONS

Priest:    Let us pray to the heavenly Father that, like the saints, we may    
           work for true treasures, the ones that can afford us welcome into 
           the heavenly home. 

Reader:	May the Pope, bishops, priests and deacons set their hearts on a life of simplicity, goodness, and charity in a world where wealth, power, and pleasure seem to be valued above all else.                  
           We Pray:

 ALL:     Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: 	May the government and civil leaders strive for peace, mercy, and forgiveness in a world broken by war, enmity, and quarrels. 
           We pray.
ALL:      Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: 	May the living tradition of the saints their lives, writings, and prayers continually sustain us, that we may share in the mercy of God and the love of the whole Church, living and dead.
           We pray.
ALL:       Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:     May our parishioners preparing for their Year 12, University and 
             TAFE exams do so with fortitude, patience and dedication.

             We Pray:

  ALL:      Lord, hear our prayer.



Reader:	For those who have died. In particular those mention in our parish bulletin and memorial book.  May God’s merciful love shine on them and their loved ones left behind.
            We pray,
All:	Lord Hear Our Prayer.

Reader:     Together we now pray the prayer for All Saints Day. 

All:   Dear Holy Saints of God, we join our prayers of praise to yours this   
      day. 
          
      With you, we sing of God’s goodness, rejoice in God’s mercy and   
      celebrate God’s incredible love. 
     
      Teach us to live as you lived – always thinking of others, always  
      recognizing our weaknesses, always rejoicing in God’s gifts, 
      always closely following Jesus. 

            Blessed are you, happy are you, all you holy saints of God.
                 
            Pray for us that we too, may someday be among God’s Holy Ones.

Priest:	Listen to our petitions, Father. Give us the strength and the courage to live the spirit of the Gospel beatitudes, so that one day we may receive our reward in heaven. We ask this through Christ, our Lord.
All:       Amen. 
 
