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Eighth Novena Mass

Introduction

Good Morning/ evening  and welcome to the parish of Mary Immaculate Quakers Hill – Schofields.

Today’s Gospel tells the birth and the naming of John. Relatives and neighbours assume that the son of Zechariah and Elizabeth will be named after the father. Instead, in obedience to God’s will, the child is given the name “Yohanan” or John, which means “the Lord is gracious.” As we come closer toward celebrating the birth of the Saviour, may we experience the Lord’s graciousness in our lives.
Our Mass will be celebrated today by 4.30am ~ Fr. Mheng  
                                                                               7.00pm ~ Fr. Mheng 
EIGHTH novena MASS

YEAR B
LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING:  Mal 3:1-4. 23-24   

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Malachi
The Lord God says this: Look, I am going to send my messenger to prepare a way before me. And the Lord you are seeking will suddenly enter his Temple; the angel of the covenant whom you are longing for, yes, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 

Who will be able to resist the day of his coming? Who will remain standing when he appears? For he is like the refiner’s fire and the fuller’s alkali. He will take his seat as refiner and purifier; he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and then they will make the offering to the Lord as it should be made. The offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be welcomed by the Lord as in former days, as in the years of old.

Know that I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before my day comes, that great and terrible day. He shall turn the hearts of fathers towards their children and the hearts of the children towards their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a curse.

The Word of the Lord.
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Ps 24:4-5. 8-9. 10. 14. R. Lk 21:28  

R.) Lift up your heads and see; your redemption is near at hand.
1. 
    Lord, make me know your ways.

Lord, teach me your paths.

Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:


    for you are God my saviour. (R.)
2. 

The Lord is good and upright.

He shows the path to those who stray.

He guides the humble in the right path;



he teaches his way to the poor. (R.)
3.

His ways are faithfulness and love

for those who keep his covenant and will.

The Lord’s friendship is for those who revere him;



to them he reveals his covenant. (R.)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

Alleluia, alleluia!

Come,

King of all nations,

source of your Church’s unity and faith:

save all people, your own creation!

Alleluia!
GOSPEL:  Lk 1:57-66   

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

The time came for Elizabeth to have her child, and she gave birth to a son; and when her neighbours and relations heard that the Lord had shown her so great a kindness, they shared her joy.

Now on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; they were going to call him Zechariah after his father, but his mother spoke up, ‘No,’ she said, ‘he is to be called John.’ They said to her, ‘But no one in your family has that name,’ and made signs to his father to find out what he wanted him called. The father asked for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And they were all astonished. At that instant his power of speech returned and he spoke and praised God. All their neighbours were filled with awe and the whole affair was talked about throughout the hill country of Judaea. All those who heard of it treasured it in their hearts. ‘What will this child turn out to be?’ they wondered. And indeed the hand of the Lord was with him.
The Gospel of the Lord.
EIGHTH NOVENA MASS

YEAR B
GENERAL INTERCESSIONS
Priest:
Zechariah called his son “John,” meaning “God is gracious.” Trusting in God’s graciousness and generosity.
Reader:
That church and government leaders may show God’s graciousness by their loving and persevering service to God’s people,
We pray.
All:

R- Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That we may come to appreciate our Christian names and dignity and live up to our baptismal promises, 
                  We pray.

All:

R- Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: 
That families who gather together at Christmas and the New Year may renew their love, solidarity, and support for one another.

We pray.

All:

R- Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That the Lord may bring to eternal peace those who have died in his name, especially those persecuted for being his disciples and remembering all those mentioned in our parish bulletin.

We pray.

All: 

Lord, hear our prayer.0
Reader:
Together we now pray our Parish Community prayer to Our Lady. 

All:
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 

         We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.

          At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.

         You, Salvation of the People, know what we need. 

          We are certain that you will provide, so that joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 

         Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tell us:

         He who took our sufferings upon Himself, bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross and to the joy of the Resurrection.

                 We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.

                  Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test

                  and deliver us from every danger;

                  O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. Pray for us.

Priest:
Loving Father, watch over your people. May we strive to please you at all times. This we ask through Jesus your Son who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
All:
Amen.  
