


Note: Please leave this on the ambo, thanks.

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME & SEA SUNDAY – Apostleship of the Sea – Stella Maris  - YEAR A

COMMENTATOR GUIDE

Good morning/evening we welcome our parishioners and visitors to Mary Immaculate Quakers Hill/Schofields Parish. 

The Gospel parable of the Sower reminds us that for God’s Word to yield a good harvest in our lives, we must prepare the soil by receiving the Word with our hearts and minds and by heeding its call to action.
In this Eucharist, let us ask the Lord for the courage to think, decide, and act according to the Gospel.

This Sunday we also celebrate Sea Sunday the Apostolic work of the Catholic Church caring for the spiritual, social, and material welfare of all Seafarers regardless of colour, race or creed. We remember them in our prayers.



The Celebrant for this Mass is 



Please join in sing the entrance hymn.



FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A
LITURGY OF THE WORD



FIRST READING (IS 55:10-11)
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow come down from the heavens and do not return without watering the earth, making it yield and giving growth to provide seed for the sower and bread for the eating, so the word that goes from my mouth does not return to me empty, without carrying out my will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.’

The Word of the Lord
 
























RESPONSORIAL PSALM (PS 64:10-14. R. LK 8:8)
  
(R.) The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.

1. You care for the earth, give it water, 
you fill it with riches.
     Your river in heaven brims 
     over to provide its grain. (R.)


2. And thus you provide for the earth; 
you drench its furrows,
     you level it, soften it with showers, 
     you bless its growth. (R.)


3. You crown the year with your goodness. 
Abundance flows in your steps, 
in the pastures of the wilderness it flows. (R.)

4. The hills are girded with joy, 
the meadows covered with flocks, 
the valleys are decked with wheat. 
        They shout for joy, yes, they sing. (R.)


SECOND READING (ROM 8:18-23)
 
 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

I think that what we suffer in this life can never be compared to the glory, as yet unrevealed, which is waiting for us. The whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to reveal his sons. 

It was not for any fault on the part of creation that it was made unable to attain its purpose, it was made so by God; but creation still retains the hope of being freed, like us, from its slavery to decadence, to enjoy the same freedom and glory as the children of God. 

From the beginning till now the entire creation, as we know, has been groaning in one great act of giving birth; and not only creation, but all of us who possess the first-fruits of the Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we wait for our bodies to be set free.
The Word of the Lord


GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower;
all who come to him will live for ever.
Alleluia! 

GOSPEL (MT 13:1-23)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat there. The people all stood on the beach, and he told them many things in parables.
He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed, some seeds fell on the edge of the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Others fell on patches of rock where they found little soil and sprang up straight away, because there was no depth of earth; but as soon as the sun came up they were scorched and, not having any roots, they withered away. Others fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Others fell on rich soil and produced their crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone who has ears!’
Then the disciples went up to him and asked, ‘Why do you talk to them in parables?’ ‘Because’ he replied ‘the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven are revealed to you, but they are not revealed to them. For anyone who has will be given more, and he will have more than enough; but from anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken away. The reason I talk to them in parables is that they look without seeing and listen without hearing or understanding. So in their case this prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled:
You will listen and listen again, but not understand,
see and see again, but not perceive.
For the heart of this nation has grown coarse,
their ears are dull of hearing,
and they have shut their eyes,
for fear they should see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,
understand with their heart,
and be converted
and be healed by me.
‘But happy are your eyes because they see, your ears because they hear! I tell you solemnly, many prophets and holy men longed to see what you see, and never saw it; to hear what you hear, and never heard it.
‘You, therefore, are to hear the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom without understanding, the evil one comes and carries off what was sown in his heart: this is the man who received the seed on the edge of the path. The one who received it on patches of rock is the man who hears the word and welcomes it at once with joy. But he has no root in him, he does not last; let some trial come, or some persecution on account of the word, and he falls away at once. The one who received the seed in thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this world and the lure of riches choke the word and so he produces nothing. And the one who received the seed in rich soil is the man who hears the word and understands it; he is the one who yields a harvest and produces now a hundredfold, now sixty, now thirty.’

The Gospel of the Lord
 

or
 
Shorter form
Mt 13:1-9
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat there. The people all stood on the beach, and he told them many things in parables.
He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed, some seeds fell on the edge of the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Others fell on patches of rock where they found little soil and sprang up straight away, because there was no depth of earth; but as soon as the sun came up they were scorched and, not having any roots, they withered away. Others fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Others fell on rich soil and produced their crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone who has ears!’

The Gospel of the Lord


















FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A
GENERAL INTERCESSION

Priest:  — The Lord Jesus calls blessed those who listen to his word and put it into practice. Let us pray to the Father that we may be not just listeners but doers of the word. 


Reader: That we may have recourse to God’s word in order to be trained in holiness and be equipped for every good work.

We Pray:

R — Lord, hear our prayer.


Reader: That the word of God may permeate the culture of communication and that media practitioners may help spread the values of truth, justice, peace, and love. 

We pray:

R — Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: That those in public service may derive strength and inspiration from the word of God and follow the example of Christ in serving the people.

We pray:

R — Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: We pray for all seafarers, men and women, who work on the oceans far from land and their homes.  Bless them, give them strength and comfort and return them safely to their families.  

We Pray:

R — Lord, hear our prayer.




Reader: For all the fishermen going out to the dangerous and treacherous seas with their boats to catch fish to feed their families and the whole nation - we pray for their safe passage and for and a catch of fish that is abundant.
We pray:  
R — Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: Reader: We pray for all our departed family, friends and parishioners, especially those mentioned in our parish bulletin, may they experience the fullness of God’s love.


We Pray:

R — Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:	Together we now pray our parish community prayer for Seafarer’s Sunday.

All:	O Mary, Star of the Sea, light of every ocean,
Guide seafarers across all dark and stormy seas that they may
reach the haven of peace and light prepared in Him who calmed the sea.

As we set forth upon the oceans of the world and cross the deserts of our time, show us, O Mary, the fruit of your womb, for without your Son we are lost.

Pray that we will never fail on life’s journey, that in heart and mind, in word and deed, in days of turmoil and in days of calm, we will always look to Christ and say,
“Who is this that even wind and sea obey him?”

Our Lady Star of the Sea, Pray for us.

	
Priest:  Almighty Father, hear our supplications. Do not allow us to be overwhelmed by confusion, doubt, and discord, but fill us with faith and courage in Jesus, your Son and our Lord.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All:        Amen.
